
WHAT IS SYPHILIS?
Syphilis is an STI caused by the bacterium 
Treponema pallidum which can cause serious 

WA is currently experiencing an outbreak and 

  PRIORITY POPULATIONS
  
   •  Men who have sex with men     

   •  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
   •  Pregnant people
   •  People experiencing homelessness     
   •  People who inject drugs

Ask your patient these questions

When was your 
last STI test?

Are you sexually 
active?
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Clinical presentation of syphilis

   anus or mouth
• Generalised rash

• Enlarged lymph nodes

Infectious < 2 years
Commonly 

and Early Latent Syphilis

• Skin lesions (gummas)

Non-infectious > 2 years
Commonly called Late Latent 
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Testing for syphilis

Blood test Dry swab any ulcer
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Remember: No STI check is complete without a syphilis screen
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Interpreting testing results

T. pallidum Ab
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  1. Treponemal (TPPA/TPHA)

  2. Non-treponemal (RPR/VDRL)

Treponema Pallidum

Not 
Detected

Detected
TPPA/TPHA RPR/VDRL

Marker 
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Treating a syphilis infection
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Please seek 

allergic to penicillin

Benzathine Penicillin
(Bicillin L-A)

mu IMI 

Benzathine Penicillin
(Bicillin L-A)

MI 
stat

Please seek 

allergic to penicillin

Recommended
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Need advice? 
Just ask


