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Perth to sign up to Paris Declaration on World AIDS Day, aiming for 
zero new HIV infections and zero AIDS-related deaths 

 
On World AIDS Day on Wednesday 1 December, and the 40th year anniversary of the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic, Perth is set to become only the second city in Australia to sign up to 
the Fast-Track Cities initiative, aimed at getting to zero new HIV infections and zero AIDS-
related deaths. 
 
The declaration will be signed by Minister for Health, the Hon Roger Cook, MLA, following a 
community breakfast at Perth’s Yagan Square, hosted by WAAC (formerly the WA AIDS 
Council), and will feature a number of high-profile speakers including The Honourable Kim 
Beazley, AC, Governor of Western Australia, and WAAC’s new Chair, Conrad Liveris. 
 
Following the breakfast, WAAC will continue to activate the whole of Perth’s Yagan Square 
with a number of activities including, an interactive new public artwork utilising augmented 
reality technology, information stalls, Nova 93.7FM and an AIDS related award-winning 
movie screening opened by U.S. Consul General David Gainer, after which Perth’s iconic 
landmarks will be lit up in red to raise awareness of HIV, commemorate those who have 
passed away from AIDS, and show support to people living with the virus. 
 
Lisa Dobrin, CEO of WAAC, says the organisation is absolutely delighted to witness Perth 
being signed up to the Fast-Track Cities global partnership initiative and its Paris 
Declaration, to track progress towards achieving UNAIDS 95-95-95, 2025 targets to end 
AIDS by 2030. 
 
“The UNAIDS 95-95-95 HIV treatment targets are ambitious, but this initiative is a huge step 
forward in tracking progress towards these targets and we are very excited to see it signed 
here in Perth on World AIDS Day 2021 for the whole of Western Australia,” she says 
 
“We are also extremely grateful to continue to work side by side with our funders, 
community, sector partners and allies and this year being the 40th year anniversary of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic, it is even more significant and crucial to break down barriers to HIV 
prevention, testing, treatment, care and support, and to stamp out HIV and AIDS-related 
stigma and discrimination wherever we see it.”  
 
Fast-Track Cities is a global partnership between municipalities and four core partners – 
International Association of Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC), UNAIDS, the United Nations 
Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), and the City of Paris. Since its launch on 
World AIDS Day 2014 in Paris, cities in every region of the world have signed the Paris 
Declaration on Fast-Track Cities Ending the AIDS Epidemic, pledging to accelerate their 
AIDS responses to attain the UNAIDS 95-95-95 by 2025 and zero stigma and discrimination 
targets. Attaining these targets will contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) of ending AIDS as a global public health threat by 2030. 



 

 

 
In an additional initiative to commemorate the global day and 40 years of HIV, significant 
landmarks around Perth will be lit up in red. These include Yagan Square, Optus Stadium, 
Matagarup Bridge, Elizabeth Quay, The Bell Tower, Council House, Crown Metropol, The 
Court, Regal Theatre, Perth Concert Hall, Council House, Trafalgar Bridge, St Mary’s 
Cathedral and The Old Mill which will all be bathed in red.  
 
Based in West Perth, WAAC exists to optimise the sexual health and wellbeing of all West 
Australians, in addition to improving access to health services and information, and reduce 
the transmission of HIV, STIs and other blood-borne viruses. 
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